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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 8618 
SUBJECT: PHOENIX GOES UNDERGROUND 
Following Sent Action Saigon DTD 15 May from Can THO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: PHOENIX GOES UNDERGROUND 


1. After a two month respite, the Phoenix Program is quietly coming back to life. 
At a May 1 1 Delta Province chiefs meeting, MR IV Commander, MG Nguyen 
Vinh Nghi, directed all sectors to sharply increase intelligence operations and 
vigorously root out the Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI). 

2. Phoenix activities have been generally restrained since the ceasefire, partly 
because they violate Article [illegible] of the Paris Agreement, and partly because 
the working level forces - territorial units, sub-sector S-25, police, village officials 
- lacked the zeal to pursue their risky business. For a time, the GVN tried to 
continue the program under the cover of changing the names of the targets from 
VC Infrastructure to "Disruptors of Domestic Tranquility.” General Nghi’s recent 
instructions to sector commanders did not pretend to make such 
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semantic distinctions. 

3. A Phong Dinh province Phoenix official told a consulate general officer May 
1 1 that Saigon had instructed all province Phung Hoang (Phoenix) committees to 
double the number of monthly operations against VCI without the fanfare and 
publicity that it used to receive, but the GVN has assigned it high priority. Wisner 
unquote Whitehouse 


